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Chief of Biological Survey. From Yearbook of Department of Ag- 
riculture for lail. Pp. 154-164. 

The place is Laysan Island, but the other islands of the reserva- 
tion are also mentioned. The paper is a short resume of the Nut- 
ting expedition, with a comparison of the conditions then and pre- 
viously. It is so interesting that the reader is gripped with the 
desire to visit the island in person. l. j. 

The Shore Birds of Santa Barbara. By J. Hooper Bowles and 
Alfred B. Howell. With three photos by Bowles and one by Daw- 
son. Reprinted from The Condor, Vol. XIV, Jan. 1912. Pp. 4-11. 

There are here listed twenty-nine species, which is a remark- 
ably large list for any locality of such restricted area. In the 
whole of Ohio, to make comparisons, there have been but 36 spe- 
cies of Shore Birds recorded. This list also well illustrates the 
cosmopolitan character of many of the species of this order. While 
the list is largely concerned with times of occurrence there are 
some other interesting notes relating to the habits of the birds. 

L. J. 

The Relation of Birds to an Insect Outbreak in Northern Cali- 
fornia During the Spring and Summer of 1911. By Harold C. Bry- 
ant, Fellow in Applied Zoology on the Fish and Game Commission 
Foundation in the University of California. With four photos by 
the author. Reprinted from The Condor, Vol. XIII, Nov. 1911. 
Pp. 195-208. 

The insect outbreak here referred to was a " remarkable plague 
of catepillars, followed by a pest of butterflies, that has existed 
the past spring and summer (1911) in the northern counties of 
California, especially in Siskyou County." The insect was Eugo- 
nia californica, and the birds found feeding upon it were Brew- 
er's Blackbird, Western Meadowlark, Western Kingbird, Blue- 
fronted Jay, and Say's Phoebe. Of these Brewer's Blackbird was 
the most efficient check, both on account of the numbers of individ- 
uals and because its food consisted of 95% of butterflies. Domes- 
tic birds also helped greatly in reducing the pest. We have here 
a concrete case upon which to base conclusions as to the value of 
birds to agricultural interests. l. j. 

The English Sparrow as a Pest. By Ned Dearborn, Expert Bi- 
ologist, Biological Survey. Farmers' Bulletin 493, TJ. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Issued April 20, 1912. 

The discussion covers 24 pages, a considerable of the space be- 
ing occupied with cuts of traps and a discussion of their uses. 



Publications Reviewed. 161 

The paper is a practical one and of both interest and value. The 
author summarizes the paper : " English Sparrows are abundant 
in most of the towns in the United States and In many suburban 
districts. They are noisy, filthy, and destructive. They drive na- 
tive birds from villages and homesteads. Though they are occa- 
sionally valuable as destroyers of noxious insects, all things con- 
sidered, they do far more harm than good. Practicable methods 
of dealing with them include destruction of nests, shooting, trap- 
ping, and poisoning. Of these, trapping is unquestionably the best. 
English Sparrows are good to eat, and their use as food is recom- 
mended because of their nutritive value and as a means of re- 
ducing their numbers." l. j- 

Some Common Game, Aquatic, and Rapacious Birds in Rela- 
tion to Man. By W. L. McAtee and F. E. I* Beal, Assistants, 
Biological Survey. Farmers' Bulletin 497. Department of Agri- 
culture. Issued May 6, 1912. 

Besides the interest which this 30-page pamphlet elicits on ac- 
count of its practical value to the interests of agriculture, there 
is the unusual interest which attaches to the appearance of figures 
from the pencil of a new bird artist. In this case none other than 
the writer's acquaintance and friend, Robert J. Sim. We say 
" new bird artist," but we remind the reader that Mr. Sim is not 
an entire stranger to readers of The Wilson Bulletin, for it con- 
tains reproductions from his hand. Of the fourteen figures in 
this pamphlet ten bear the signature of Mr. Sim. We heartily 
welcome him to the arena. l. j. 

The Flight of Birds. By F. W. Headley. With sixteen plates 
and many text-figures. Witherby & Co., .326 High Holborn, Lon- 
don. 12mo. 163 pages. Price 5s., net. 

Mr. Headley is clearly well posted in aeronautics, and it is 
therefore fitting that he should find the flight of birds an inter- 
esting subject. The book is interestingly written and the illustra- 
tions are selected to bring out certain points in the discussion. 
We have seen pictures that seemed to better illustrate the fligiht 
of birds, or at least appealed to the eye more strongly. On the 
whole the book is a valuable contribution to the discussion of 
bird flight. l. j. 

Birds of North and Middle America. By R. Ridgway. (Part V,) 

The fifth volume of this monumental work treats of the Families 

Pteroptochidse (1 species), Formicariidse (66 species and sub- 



